
FICTION 
 

Reading Response Requirements  
  A 4x6 note card with a response to a book you are reading “to love” or 

“to learn” is due every other Friday. Due dates are posted on the board. If you 
are reading a lengthy book, you may end up writing more than one response on 
that book by using different prompts from the list below.  The response should 
be formatted like the example. These responses count towards your 
independent reading grade.  

I expect you to be reading on or near your personal level and should be 
challenging yourself. If the book you have selected is not near your level you 
must see me for approval. 
 

Prompts for Reading Responses-Use as a Guide While Reading
Connect to text 

 This reminded me of a time when…because…(be sure to cite 
textual evidence) (RL1)  

 This story reminds me of the song…because…(be sure to cite 
textual evidence) (RL1, 5) 

 While reading this book, I learned…which I can use in my own 
life because…(be sure to cite textual evidence) (RL1) 
 

Theme (big idea about humans, life in general, or the world that 
the author wants the reader to understand)  

 Explain the theme of the book and how it applies to 
people/life/world …(be sure to cite textual evidence) (RL1,2) 

 Identify the theme and explain how the theme is developed 
through character relationships, and/or events. …(be sure to 
cite textual evidence) (RL1, 2) 
 

Setting (where/when the story takes place) 
 Analyze the setting by explaining its affect on the 

characters…(be sure to cite textual evidence)( RL1, 6) 
 Explain how the setting or one part of the setting was 

important to the story and contributed to your  
enjoyment of the book…(be sure to cite textual evidence) 
(RL1, 6) 

 

Character 
 Which character stands out most in your mind? Why?  
 Do any of the characters remind you of someone you know? 

How? Why? …(be sure to cite textual evidence) (RL1) 

 Choose one of the characters in the story. Compare yourself 
to the character. How are you alike? Not alike? …(be sure to 
cite textual evidence) (RL1) 

 Who is your favorite character in the story? Explain why 
he/she/it is your favorite. …(be sure to cite textual evidence) 
(RL1) 

 Is there a character in the story that you dislike? Why? 
Explain. …(be sure to cite textual evidence) (RL1) 
 

 
 
 
 

EXAMPLE 

Example/Rubric 
Reading Response #1  Name: _______________ 
Title of Book    For: ____(love/learn)____ 

A paragraph answering one of the prompts below: 
(Make sure you following the rubric)  

3 2 1 
The topic sentence should 
incorporate the prompt and 
be followed by…. 

The topic sentence is 
somewhat 
incorporated in the 
prompt and is followed 
by… 

The topic sentence 
does not incorporate 
the prompt and is/is 
not followed by… 

…7-10 sentences that cite 
evidence from the book and 
support your response. 

…7-10 sentences that 
somewhat cite 
evidence from the 
book and somewhat 
support your response. 

…6 or fewer sentences 
that do not cite 
evidence and 
somewhat support 
your response. 

The last sentence(s) is a 
closing statement that 
appropriately concludes 
your response.    

The last sentence(s) is a 
closing statement that 
semi-appropriately 
concludes your 
response.    

The last sentence(s) is 
not a closing 
statement that 
concludes your 
response.    

 



Character Continued 
 Choose one of the characters in the story and tell how they 

changed from the beginning of the story to the end. What 
caused him or her to change? Was the change for the better? 
…(be sure to cite textual evidence) (RL1) 

 Pretend that one of the characters in this story is meeting a 
character in another story you have read recently. Would they 
get along? Would they like each other Do they have anything 
in common? …(be sure to cite textual evidence) (RL1,5) 

 Choose one of the characters in the story. Write about his or 
her strengths and/or weaknesses. …(be sure to cite textual 
evidence) (RL1,3) 

 Choose two characters in the story and compare and contrast 
them. (Use a Venn diagram if you think it will help you, but be 
sure to write a complete paragraph as well.) …(be sure to cite 
textual evidence) (RL1,3) 

 Would one of the characters in the book make a good friend? 
Why or why not? …(be sure to cite textual evidence) (RL1,6) 

 Pretend that the main character in the story is looking for a 
real job. What kind of job would he or she want? Would he or 
she be good at it? Why? …(be sure to cite textual evidence) 
(RL1,6) 

 Explain how the points of view of the characters is different 
from your own…(be sure to cite textual evidence)( RL1,6) 

 Explain how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in the 
story propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or 
provoke a decision. …(be sure to cite textual evidence) 
(RL1,3) 
 

Plot 
 The plot structure of this book is similar to the 

book…because…(be sure to cite textual evidence) (RL1,5) 
 What is the main conflict or character’s greatest dilemma in 

the story? Explain. …(be sure to cite textual evidence) (RL1,2) 
 Explain how the author builds suspense in the story…(be sure 

to cite textual evidence) (RL1,3) 
 
 
 

Author’s Point of View/ Purpose/Style 
 Explain how the author’s use of irony (an unexpected 

outcome that may make you laugh or gasp) or dramatic irony 
(irony that occurs when the meaning of the situation is 
understood by the audience but not by the characters in the 
book) adds to the suspense or humor of the story. …(be sure 
to cite textual evidence)(RL1,6) 

 Explain the effect the author’s use of allusion has on the story. 
…(be sure to cite textual evidence) Allusion is the author’s 
reference to something of which he expects you to have 
knowledge such as themes, patterns of events, or character 
types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such 
as the Bible. For example, he might call a very financially 
successful character Midas-like. ? …(be sure to cite textual 
evidence) (RL1,9) 

 Analyze the impact of specific word/phrase choice on 
meaning and tone of the book including analogies. …(be sure 
to cite textual evidence) (R1,4) 

 Determine and explain the meaning of word/phrases that are 
figurative (of the nature of or involving a figure of speech, 
especially a metaphor; metaphorical and not literal/real) and 
connotative (of a word or expression signifying or suggestive 
of an associative or secondary meaning in addition to the 
primary meaning) …(be sure to cite textual evidence) (RL1,4) 

 If there is a film version of the book you read, analyze how the 
movie is faithful or departs from the book, evaluating choices 
made by the director or actors. …(be sure to cite 
textual/visual evidence) (RL1,7) 
 


